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In Memoriam

As many of you may know, Peter B. Howell, our newsletter editor, chapter
board member, long-time ADKer, hike leader, and friend died on Thursday,
November 21, 2002.

Pete, a retired math professor at Orange County Community College, was an
avid hiker who particularly enjoyed hiking in the Sam's Point and Cragsmoor
area of the Shawangunks where he was a member of the community for many
years. He also spent many days hiking the Adirondacks, where he climbed all
46 of the highest peaks. He had recently begun exploring the White Mountains
in New Hampshire with his brother and some of the chapter members.

Pete will be remembered for his dedication to hiking and the outdoors, and es-
pecially for his wry sense of humor, his gentle manner, his love of his family,
and his poignant and humorous stories.

Some chapter members were fortunate to have had his companionship in re-
cent weeks at early morning breakfasts, where he always shared the latest pho-
tos of his new and beloved grandchild, the first for Pete and his wife, and told
us with great enthusiasm about his upcoming family projects.

Our chapter benefited from knowing Pete in so many ways. He shared his
many gifts by leading hikes, editing and putting out the newsletters, organiz-
ing building projects for Breakfree students, communing with his friends,
maintaining trails, teaching about local areas, and most especially by setting
an example for all of us on how to lead a productive, full, and rewarding life.

He will be greatly missed.



Remembrances

Pete Howell's hike on the Sam's Point ridgeline 10 mile
circular was my first time to hike that far and in that
beautiful place. I was new to the club then, and there
were 24 of us on that hike including Jane Geisler. 1 fig-
ured if Jane could do it I could do it. But I was ready
for the blisters with my double socks on. I met a new
friend there a woman from Finland who I am still
friends with. 1 then would attend the ADK monthly
Chapter Meetings and Pete would be there and speak to
me. He saw I was interested in ADK and later got me to
be a director on the board. Well then he realizes he 1S
retired and doing the Newsletter and is the Vice-Chair
and the millions of other things he did for his family &
friends, so he calls me up. He says 'l feel like a used car
salesman, but I would really like you to consider taking
over my Vice-Chair job'. Of course I didn't realize until
it was too late that I had to figure on a Chapter program
almost once a month! Or so I thought. But anyway, it
was all Pete's fault of how involved 1 got!

One time we went on a trip he planned to Garnet Hill
X-Country Skiing. Well I was new to that & bad at it, so
he said he would go with me and he was getting way
ahead. I was getting frustrated because I couldn't keep
up and fell once again and untangled myself hurting my
knee, so then he got someone to come rescue me off of
the trail. After that 1 realized I just couldn't get the
knack of this skiing thing. He also rebuilt the kitchen of
the home where we stayed, so talented!

Well Pete, you really knew how to live life, had the Best
attitude and were always helping all of us. You grew up
in Cragsmoor and knew those woods like the back of
your hand. I hope I can live life or at least Retirement
like you! Iam sure God Has Blessed You!

Michele Van Hoesen

Pete Howell: Keep Clicking Those Heels

Pete was a member of the ADK Breakfree Committee
and it happened at one of our early Training Sessions.
Gus Barbosa, Assistant Principal at the Poughkeepsie
Middle School and Breakfree Committee member, was
leading a session for us to introduce ourselves to other
members. After we did an original body move we said
our name and everybody in the group had to repeat the
movement and the name.

It happened in the PHS Library...it was Pete's turn. We
all were facing him and he jumped up and clicked his
heels like an elf and said "Pete Howell." We all laughed
and tried to repeat it. Then Pete said, "I have been able
to do that all my life and I always want to be able to do
1t.

Always want to be able to do it...that was Pete! He
never stopped doing it and look at the achievements:

1. Editor of Mid-Hudson Chapter Newsletter. We all
knew that we could count on Pete him to pull it together
and get it to us on time. It was always professional and
we were proud of it. And he came to almost all the
Mid-Hudson board meetings. For a man who could
click his heels that had to be tough sometimes. But he
was faithful and a joy to have at meetings.

2. Builder of Trails. We all remember his story in the
newsletter about almost stepping on a rattlesnake near
Sam's Point. The two crossed each other paths because
Pete was out solo doing trail work. The snake knew to
retreat because the trail was going to be improved.

3. Teacher of young people. Our Breakfree young peo-
ple helped him do trail work twice near Sam's Point.
Our kids know little about tools, clearing trails, drilling
the nails or removing boulders. They were clueless!!
However, after Pete patiently taught them how to use
the pick, remove the rocks or drill and nail the boards,
they were better young men and women. He did not
condemn them...he respected them and taught them.
They learned, grew and respected him.,

Pete's family and professional friends can add a thou-
sand stories to the ones that we have just stated. But we
ADKer’s know the real deal. Go ahead...hike in the
Shawangunks around Sam's Point on trails that Pete
helped maintain. Hike quietly and in the still or even
through the wind, listen... those are heels clicking to-
gether. Pete could always do that! He still can!

Tom Lint

He noted that first came his date of birth

And spoke the following date with tears,
But he said what mattered most of all

Was the dash representing all the time
That he spent alive on earth.

And now those who love him
Know what that little line is worth.

For it matters not, how much we own;
The cars...the house...the cash.

What matters is how we live and love
And how we spend our dash.
Judy Dugan



Chapter Officers Elected at An-
nual Meeting — October 5

The election of Chapter officers was held at the
annual membership meeting on October 5, 2002
at Tymor Park, Unionvale, NY. The new offi-
cers clected and slated to begin their two year
term beginning on January 1, are as follows:

Chair: Michele Van Hoesen
Vice-Chair: Ben Shor
Secretary: Judy Dugan
Treasurer: Ralph Pollard

Club Director: Tom Lint
Chapter Director: Russ Faller
Chapter Director: Rich Forman

Directors Report

Look for the Mid-Hudson Ad in Adirondac
Our Mid-Hudson Chapter is sponsoring the state
wide ADK Spring Outing in June (see Ad on
this page). In order to recruit participants from
across New York State and from every ADK
Chapter, Mid-Hudson has placed an ad in Adi-
rondac. Thanks to Ellen Zelig for her work on
this.

ADK Board Meeting

I will attend the ADK Board Meeting on De-
cember 7 in Lake George, New York. There are
several important items on the agenda:

1. The presentation and discussion of the Diver-
sity Working Group Report. I work on this
group and we arc presenting a three page pro-
posal to ADK that makes specific recommenda-
tions in the area of Club Diversity Policies. 1
will give a complete report after the meeting.

2. A Conservation Committee recommendation
and several financial proposals. Directors will
also discuss the 2003 budget for ADK and vote
on it. There are some financial concerns and I
will give you a complete report after the meet-
ing.

Education Committee
As a member of the Board of Directors I also serve
on the Education Committee. Our last meeting
was held at the Adirondack Loj at Heart Lake and
attendance was excellent on a very snowy morning.
I will be assuming leadership of the Community
Outreach component of the Education Committee.
If you are interested in working on a committee
that discusses community and youth outreach for
ADK, please let me know.

Tom Lint

Mid-Hudson Chapter
SPRING OUTING

JUNE 20, 21,22,2003
Keep these dates open

We’re host for the statewide weekend
Of Hiking, canoeing & kayaking

Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel is our
Headquarters
Hospitality Room will be open from Fri-Sun
noon
Saturday evening dinner

Volunteers needed for various jobs
No registration fee for Chapter members
Will be fee for Saturday evening dinner

Call Ellen Zelig to volunteer
473-5557







